
547

Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / May 18

agency must describe what reasonable alter-
natives to its decision may exist. The state-
ment of energy impact is not a red light 
preventing any agency from taking any ac-
tion. It is a yellow light that says, pause 
and think before you make decisions that 
squeeze consumer’s pocketbooks, that may 
cause energy shortages or that may make 
us more dependent on foreign energy. 

These two orders are the next steps to-
ward a brighter energy future. Thank you 
for joining me as I sign them. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. on 
the intake deck. In his remarks, he referred 
to Gov. Tom Ridge of Pennsylvania and his 
wife, Michele; and Marshall J. Kaiser, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, Safe Harbor 
Water Power Corporation. The President 
also referred to ANWR, the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. The Executive orders of 
May 18 are listed in Appendix D at the end 
of this volume.

Remarks on the Observance of Cuban Independence Day 
May 18, 2001

Sientese. [Laughter] Bienvenidos a la 
casa de todos que—quien viven en este 
grande pais. Welcome to the White House. 

Mr. Secretary, you were an easy pick. 
[Laughter] There’s no question you do a 
fabulous job on behalf of America. Thank 
you for taking the assignment. 

Another member of my team who is here 
who helps us have a strong and certain 
foreign policy is Senorita Condoleezza 
Arroz. [Laughter] That means ‘‘Rice.’’ 
[Laughter] 

Senator Graham, thank you for being 
here. We’re honored by your presence. I 
know you’re a strong friend of Cuba’s. And 
of course, to—and it’s great that Ileana and 
Lincoln are with us, as well. Thank you. 

I noticed when Gloria sang the Cuban 
anthem, that the first two people on their 
feet were the two Congresspeople from 
south Florida. And Lincoln, I did notice 
that you were braced at attention, too, I 
might add—proud. So it’s great to have 
you all here. 

Gloria, thank you very much. Sorry you 
brought your husband—but no. [Laughter] 
We love Emilio. He’s a good man. And 
Gloria, thank you for coming and bringing 
tu ninita. Thank you all for being here. 
We love your music. Your husband has 

been such a good friend of me and my 
family’s, and so have you. 

The great poet—man, you must be a 
strong person with a beautiful heart and 
a wonderful artistic touch. Angel, welcome 
to the White House. And Lizebet, thank 
you for coming. I don’t think many in 
America know your story, that you were 
picked up on a raft, and that you played 
the national anthem on your violin when 
you were picked up. That’s beautiful. 

And finally—por fin, por fin, ‘‘la Voz’’—
[laughter]—Jon Secada. Thank you, Jon, for 
being here. I appreciate you very much. 
Glad you’re here. 

It’s a great honor for me to welcome 
you all to the White House to celebrate 
May 20th, Cuban Independence Day. It’s 
a day when we honor the warm family ties, 
the faith, the history, and heritage that 
unite our two peoples. 

As Angel and Lizebet and so many others 
remind us, it is a day when we pay thanks 
to the magnificent contributions of Cubans 
to our national life. They enrich every field, 
from science to industry to the arts, includ-
ing my favorite performing art, baseball. 
[Laughter] But mostly, today is a day when 
we reflect on the greatnesses of Cuba’s far-
too-distant past and the brightness of its 

VerDate Dec 13 2002 12:33 May 21, 2003 Jkt 193361 PO 00000 Frm 00547 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193361A.016 193361A



548

May 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

future, of how together we can hasten that 
future’s arrival. 

Just last month I returned from the Sum-
mit of the Americas in Quebec City. Thirty-
four democratic nations committed our-
selves to building a hemisphere of freedom. 
But one nation was not there, because that 
nation has a leader who has no place at 
the democratic table. Indeed, his nation is 
not free but enslaved. He is the last hold-
out of the hemisphere, and time is not 
on his side. 

The Cuban independence we celebrate 
today was the product of the enormous 
courage of the Cuban people and the 
statesmanship of leaders such as Jose Marti. 
The tyranny that rules Cuba today stands 
as an insult to their sacrifices. But we’re 
confident in one fact: Cuban courage is 
more powerful and enduring than Castro’s 
legacy and tyranny. 

Our Nation has an economic embargo 
against Castro’s regime. But today, of all 
days, it is important for us to remember 
that our goal is not to have an embargo 
against Cuba; it is freedom in Cuba. 

The United States welcomes the oppor-
tunity to trade with Cuba when there are 
entrepreneurs who are free to trade with 
us. We welcome the opportunity to build 
diplomatic relations with Cuba when the 
Cuban Government is a democracy, when 
the Cuban people can be free from fear 
to say what they think and choose who 
shall govern them. 

The sanctions our Government enforces 
against the Castro regime are not just a 
policy tool; they’re a moral statement. My 
administration will oppose any attempt to 
weaken sanctions against Cuba’s Govern-
ment until the regime—and I will fight 
such attempts until this regime frees its 
political prisoners, holds democratic, free 
elections, and allows for free speech. 

The policy of our Government is not 
merely to isolate Castro but to actively sup-
port those working to bring about demo-
cratic change in Cuba. And that is why 
we will support legislation like the ‘‘Cuban 

Solidarity Act’’ and the ‘‘Cuban Internal 
Opposition Assistance Act.’’ History tells us 
that forcing change upon repressive re-
gimes requires patience. But history also 
proves, from Poland to South Africa, that 
patience and courage and resolve can even-
tually cause oppressive governments to fear 
and then to fall. 

One of the surest ways to foster freedom 
is to give people unlimited access to unbi-
ased information. The strongest walls of op-
pression can’t stand when the floodgates 
of modern telecommunications are opened. 
We must explore ways to expand access 
to the Internet for the average Cuban cit-
izen. And we must strengthen the voices 
of Radio and TV Marti with strong leader-
ship. And we will strengthen those voices 
with strong leadership and new direction. 

Today—today I say this to Mr. Castro: 
If you are confident your ideas are right, 
then stop jamming the broadcasts of those 
whose ideas are different. And until you 
do, we will look for ways to use new tech-
nology from new locations to counter your 
silencing of the voices of liberty. 

Last month the U.N. Human Rights 
Commission called on Castro’s regime to 
respect the basic human rights of all its 
people. The United States leadership was 
responsible for passage of that resolution. 
Some say we paid a heavy price for it. 
But let me be clear: I’m very proud of 
what we did. And repressed people around 
the world must know this about the United 
States: We might not sit on some Commis-
sion, but we will always be the world’s lead-
er in support of human rights. 

Today, all our citizens are proud to stand 
with all Cubans and all Cuban Americans 
who love freedom. We will continue to 
stand with you until that day, hopefully not 
in the too distant future, when all Cubans 
breathe the heady air of liberty. 

We are proud to stand with those Cu-
bans who, today, enrich our Nation with 
their energies and industry. We’re proud 
to stand with the farmers and workers of 
Cuba who dream of liberty’s blessings. We 
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are proud to stand, too, with those who 
are suffering and dying in jails because they 
had the courage to speak the truth. 

Y aqui en este Casa Blanca, estamos 
felices de cultivar ‘‘una rosa blanca en Julio 
como en Enero.’’ Y por fin, viva Cuba libre.

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 

remarks, he referred to Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development Mel R. Martinez; 
Representatives Ileana Ros-Lehtinen and 
Lincoln Diaz-Balart; entertainers Gloria and 
Emilio Estefan and their daughter, Emily 
Marie; poet Angel Cuadra; musician Lizebet 
Martinez; singer Jon Secada; and President 
Fidel Castro of Cuba.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United 
States Military Personnel as Part of the Kosovo International Security 
Force 
May 18, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
On December 18, 2000, then-President 

Clinton provided a report to the Congress 
regarding the continued deployment of 
combat-equipped U.S. military personnel as 
the U.S. contribution to the NATO-led 
international security force in Kosovo 
(KFOR) and to other countries in the re-
gion in support of that force. I am pro-
viding this supplemental report, consistent 
with the War Powers Resolution, to help 
ensure that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on continued U.S. contributions in 
support of peacekeeping efforts in Kosovo. 

As noted in previous reports, the U.N. 
Security Council authorized member states 
to establish KFOR in U.N. Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The 
mission of KFOR is to provide a military 
presence in order to deter renewed hos-
tilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce the 
Terms of the Military Technical Agreement 
(MTA) between NATO and the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY); enforce the 
terms of the Undertaking on Demilitariza-
tion and Transformation of the former 
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA); provide 
day-to-day operational direction to the 
Kosovo Protection Corps; and maintain a 
safe and secure environment to facilitate 

the work of the U.N. Interim Administra-
tion Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). 

Currently, the U.S. contribution to 
KFOR in Kosovo is approximately 6,000 
U.S. military personnel. An additional 500 
U.S. military personnel are deployed as the 
National Support Element in Macedonia, 
with an occasional presence in Albania and 
Greece. In the last 6 months, all 19 NATO 
nations and 21 others, including Russia, 
have provided military personnel and other 
support personnel to KFOR in Kosovo and 
other countries in the region. 

In Kosovo, the U.S. forces are assigned 
to a sector principally centered upon 
Gnjilane in the eastern portion of Kosovo. 
For U.S. KFOR forces, as for KFOR gen-
erally, maintaining a safe and secure envi-
ronment remains the primary military task. 
United States forces conduct security pa-
trols in urban areas and in the countryside 
throughout their sector. Approximately 79 
percent of KFOR soldiers are dedicated to 
patrolling, manning checkpoints, and 
mounting border and boundary patrols. The 
KFOR forces operate under NATO com-
mand and control and rules of engagement. 

The UNMIK continues to make progress 
in establishing the necessary structures for 
provisional democratic self-government in 
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